Right Hon. Lord Hewart
understand, he immediately clamours for a Law Officer ; and obligingly throws the duty of explaining "it and recommending it upon him. If any point arises which, though technical, the Attorney-General
. thinks might be made the subject of an important legal allocution, he in his turn reserves it for him-
. self. So that all that is left in the House of Com-mons, in normal conditions, for the Solicitor-General is the elucidation of unintelligible legal difficulties in minor and uninteresting Bills. The Attorney-General does not, as a rule, think it necessary to be present at ttiese discussions.
I adhered loyally to the conceptions of my office which I had inherited from my predecessors, and it accordingly happened that, in the three years in which Gordon Hewart was Solicitor-General, I seldom had the pleasure of listening to his Parliamentary efforts. But I had all the time the knowledge that nothing committed to him was ever bungled ; that he developed an* amazing skill in recommending the undesirable, and in explaining the inexplicable.
Larger opportunities were given to him when he became Attorney-General. The dictatorship of the War Cabinet swiftly and happily disappeared. Cabinet responsibility was restored. Emergency ^legislation, and the feverish unhealthy atmosphere in which it lived, became things of the past. And many occasions developed upon which, in the absence of Mr. Lloyd George at Paris, Mr. Bonar Law required help on the Front Bench. And soon it became plain that in the Attorney-General, soothing, placative, bland, and ingenious, he had discovered a verjir great Parliamentarian
The*arts which made him successful in the House
Q                                                       245